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HOUSE BI LL 1222

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives D ckerson, Ruderman, Lovick, Ronmero, Schual -Berke,
Hunt, Ni xon, Wod, Conway, Sinpson, Chase and Hai gh

Read first tinme 01/21/2003. Referred to Conmttee on State
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to voter accessibility; and adding a new section to
chapter 29.33 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29.33 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state shall adopt rules and establish
standards for voting technology and systens used by the state or any
political subdivision to be accessible for individuals wth
disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and
visually inpaired, in a manner that provides the sane opportunity for
access and participation, including privacy and i ndependence, as other
vot ers.

(2) At each polling | ocation, at |east one voting unit certified by
the secretary of state shall provide access to individuals who are
blind or visually inpaired.

(3) Conpliance with subsection (2) of this section is contingent on
avail able funds to inplenent this provision.

(4) Conpliance with this provision in regard to voting technol ogy
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and systens purchased prior to the effective date of this section shal
be achieved at the tinme of procurenent of an upgrade or replacenent of
exi sting voting equi pnent or systens.

(5) For purposes of this section, the follow ng definitions apply:

(a) "Accessible" includes receiving, usi ng, sel ecti ng, and
mani pul ati ng voter data and controls.
(b) "Nonvisual" includes synthesized speech, Braille, and other

out put net hods.

--- END ---
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